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With Allah’s Name The Merciful Benefactor, The Merciful Redeemer 

 
Quran 2:148 

 

“To each (community/people) is a goal to which Allah turns them, so strive together 
towards all that is good. Wheresoever you are, Allah will bring you together, for Allah has 
power over all things” Yusef Ali Translation 
 
"Muhammed the Prophet (PBUH) said that G-d has inscribed excellence on or for everything. “ 
 
And another saying of his (PBUH) is, whenever the believer endeavors to do something, the 
believer seeks to perfect it, to make it excellent." 
 
**"We should understand this as our Prophet (PBUH) told us, that Allah created the world to bring 
us together, to draw all people together. Now we see the answer to that. We don't have to guess at 
what that means any more. The material interests have brought us together to be seen as one world; 
mainly in transportation, communication and economics.  We have to live with one another and live 
side by side as nations and work together as members of a One World Order. The Prophet (PBUH) 
said Be careful how you treat your neighbor." 
 
**“G-d created people to be a community, and it is only in community where you get your full 
freedom to live out your capacity or your ability as a human being.” 
 
**"What we should be concentrating on is establishing ourselves; the whole life and follow our 
own purpose.  That purpose for us now is to obey the law as Muslims following the Quran and the 
Prophet (PBUH)." 

 
**Quotes from  Imam Warith Deen Mohammed (RAA) 

 

https://corpus.quran.com/wordbyword.jsp?chapter=2&verse=148#(2:148:1)
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Dear Believers and Members of As Salaam Islamic Center of Raleigh,  NC 
As-Salaam-Alaikum 
 
Every people who form human communities and decide to pursue common goals and objectives inspired by the guidance of Allah 
(swt) and the excellent example of Prophet Muhammad (saw) cannot attain success unless they are united in mind, body and spirit.  
 
The Quranic verse quoted and the comments by Imam W. Deen Mohammed above indicate that we are to establish ourselves in a 
progressive community for the good of all people and not leave anything of good out. The Prophet (saw) said, “The Hand of Allah is 
over the group” this means that our progress and protection is better facilitated when we are united and working together toward 
a common goal and implementing a strategy that we all have reached consensus on. There is a common phrase among soldiers that 
is drilled into them to maintain laser focus at all times on their mission and that is, “The cause is greater than the individual and the 
mission is greater than the man/woman”. 
 
Dear Believers we have crossed the threshold of change and transformation but there is much to be done in this most critical 
moment. In the old days of the NOI there was a saying to express the “urgency of the now” to take action and accomplish great 
things. It was said, The Harvest is ripe and great! but the workers are few! “It was also said, “that big fields await the wide-awake 
Muslim to work out in.”   
 
This Strategic Plan that we are presenting is our determination to map out our collective direction for 2021 to 2026. For any strategic 
plan to work it has to reflect the aspirations and goals of the organization or the gathered community. The goals set forth are 
specific, measurable, and realistic and have the consensus of the majority of stakeholders in ASIC. 
 
This is an UR G EN T  APPEAL  for us to embrace and respond with our deeds to Allah’s (swt) and His Messenger’s (saw) call for us 
to strive toward achieving our common goal as one united people. Imam W. Deen Mohammed said, “although spiritual life is our 
true form and life; building community life is to be our occupation. Revelation is revealed to be lived in community and social life.” 
 
Beloved let us seize the hour! All hands and feet are being called on deck for the mission to build up our community life for the sake 
of Allah! 
 
We pray, “Oh Allah, let not our hearts deviate after you have guided us aright”. Ameen 
 
Barakallah Feekum – May Allah bestow His Blessings on all of You! 
 
Your Servants, 
The Imam Staff of ASIC 
Oliver S. Muhammad       Dr. Salahuddin M. Muhammad    Salahuddin A. Muhammad 
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As Salaam Islamic Center: A Historical Perspective 

During the late 1950s Islam began to spread throughout the state of  North Carolina by 
individuals coming from the Maryland and District of  Columbia areas planting seeds of  
awareness for the growth and development of  Islam. Coinciding with the times, there was great 
concern over social unrest and racial injustice.  
 
By the early 1960s a band of  approximately 5 families under the leadership of  Sheik Kenneth 
Murray-Muhammad pooled their resources and began holding Islamic services in a car garage 
and then in a store front building, and then moved above a taxi cab stand in Durham, North 
Carolina in an area known historically as the “Black Wall Street” of  the South. Sheik Kenneth 
and other families commuted back and forth from Raleigh to Durham until the late 1960s when 
urban renewal and redevelopment displaced many of  the striving African American business 
establishments.   
 
The background of  As Salaam Islamic Center of  Raleigh evolved out of  the Islamic exertion of  
Sheik Kenneth and his many stalwart students.  In 1970 the Raleigh community established itself  
under the leadership of  Sheik Kenneth B. Murray-Muhammad, Brother Leo Graham aka Leo 
Seifuddin and many other dedicated Brothers and Sisters in a small residential dwelling on 
Martin Street. In this small dwelling the University of  Islam begin to grow with students 
attending from all over Raleigh and Durham. The community out grew that small humble 
dwelling and moved to a strip mall on Hill Street across from St. Augustine University. This 
facility would house the Muhammad Mosque #34, its Islamic school operating from preschool 
to high school and an enrollment of  approximately 100 students commuting from Durham, 
Kinston, Greenville and Fayetteville, North Carolina. The school served as a hub for the Muslim 
community and graduated its first class in 1974. The facility also housed a small sit down and 
carry out Restaurant that sold Whiting H&G and many other popular products. 
 
In 1975 the leadership of  Imam Warith Deen Mohammad moved the Raleigh community and 
other masajid nationwide to the global tenets of  Al-Islam and with this change, came growth 
and expansion. Muhammad Mosque # 34 became Masjid Muhammad where the proper Quranic 
belief  the sunnah (traditions) of  Prophet Muhammad began to be practiced. Later the 
community changed the name to Masjid Seifuddin in honor of  Imam Leo Seifuddin who worked 
faithfully to hold the community together during the transition to evolve the community to the 
correct beliefs and practices of  Al Islam. The community experienced a number of  leaderships 
after the passing of  Imam Seifuddin. The Masjid location would change due to a period of  
circumstances that brought on the need to purchase its own facility so the community could 
continue moving forward. 
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The community acquired a residential property between 1998 and 1999 on Lord Anson Drive.  
Jumah , Taleem and a week-end school was re-established after having to move from Hill Street. 
The Masjid was able to pay off  the mortgage on this property in a short period of  time. The 
name of  the Masjid changed from Seifuddin (Sword of  the Religion) to As Salaam Islamic Center 
to better reflect in name the Community’s posture against the rising tide of  Islamophobia before 
the September 11th 2001 horrific terrorist attacks. 
 
As Salaam Islamic Center begin providing a Week-end School for its students and parents with 
Islamic Studies, a variety of  academic and social activities. An enrollment of  approximately 40 
students made the facility too small with little or no space for growth. The community became 
one of  the leading distributors of  Halal meat products supporting The Mosques Cares and CPC 
Comtrust lead by Imam W. Deen Mohammed in North Carolina. The Masjid in need of  
expansion purchased an adjacent residential property as it begins to develop its plans to build a 
new Masjid. Both properties were eventually demolished and all services were moved to The 
Vital Link Event Center. This was a very strategic move because it allowed the community to 
have a better image while having broader outreach, dawah programs, conferences, workshops, 
banquets, social activities and host Imam W. Deen Mohammed on a number of  occasions who 
made a commitment before his passing to make Father’s Day (ADAMS day) an annual visit to 
Raleigh. May Allah Grant him Paradise. 
 
The Board of  Trustees, the membership and the Imams cast a noble vision and are committed to 
building a new 6,000 square foot Masjid from the ground up. This facility will accommodate 300 
believers in the prayer area, three class rooms, two offices, a multipurpose room with a 
commercial kitchen, Bookstore and Library and a women’s lounge. The vision of  the community 
is to not only construct a Masjid but to develop a community or neighborhood that will comprise 
housing, education and business as well. There is a strong interest to purchase more property on 
both the block that the Masjid will be constructed on and also in the surrounding community.   
 
ASIC is seeking to identify people and families regardless of race or ethnic background who consider 
themselves progressive, and who desire to live the Muslim life to its fullest. All people who want to be 
affiliated with a growing dynamic community that is positioning itself for growth are welcome. ASIC 
wants families, the new millennials, and the youth to consider becoming a beneficiary of this growing and 
prolific congregation. ASIC wants to provide a supportive environment using the Higher Objectives of 
the Quran, the Life of Prophet Muhammad (saw) and annotated by the wisdom and leadership of Imam 
Warith Deen Mohammad (ra). 
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Preamble 
Articles I-VII taken from the CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS (Revised July 8, 2019) of   
As Salaam Islamic Center , Raleigh, NC   serves as the  Preamble to this Strategic Plan.  
(See Appendix A of this document) 

Development of the Strategic Plan 
Prior to the Strategic Planning Sessions , the Masjid’s Education Committee and the Planning 
Committees announced at  the July , 2021 Masjid Full Body Meeting that they (the two 
committees)  would engage the ASIC community  in  Strategic Planning  as one of their  
committee activities  for the year .  The general membership was sent a doodle choice of 
dates to choose from for the first session .  The majority choice from the responses was for a  
Sunday session which was then  scheduled on the chosen date  from 9am-5pm.  A  second 
session was needed to complete and an invitation was again sent out to the general 
membership  to solicit participation .  Both sessions were open up to whomever showed up.  
The second and final session  followed the next weekend on a Saturday . 
 
During the first session, the entire group participated in a SWOT Analysis Session (Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threat (or “obstacles” ) which is designed to help 
participating  members  identify what the community is doing right and what needs to be 
strengthened or changed.  SWOT Analysis helps organizations/communities to build a 
strategic plan to meet goals , improve operations, and to remain relevant to the needs of its 
members. 
 
The following document, namely the Goals and Objectives and The Core Values,  is the result 
of the concerted efforts of  a total of 21 persons who volunteered  from the general 
membership , the Board of Trustees  , and  Officers of As Salaam Islamic Center and who 
participated in  two (2) different but successive facilitated sessions held on weekend days  
(7 hrs. each day)  during the month of August 2021.  A Facilitator , who was a member of  
ASIC ,   guided the Strategic Planning process and the sessions .  During both live sessions, 
there was  a combination of in person and virtual participants who authored the items 
through group consensus, review , and approval by participants for that session. 
 
The total compiled document,   was then jointly presented at a Final Review Session  in its  
written form by the Strategic Planning  Facilitator - for final review only-  to the volunteer  
planning members from the General Membership,  members of both the  Education and 
Planning Committees ,  the  Board  of Trustees, and to the Senior Imam and Imam staff . 
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Vision Statement 
 
To establish a Model Islamic Community that contributes to the 
Spiritual, Social, educational, and Economic advancement of the 
members of AS Salaam Islamic Center and the public. 
 
Mission Statement 
 
To promote Islamic interest in a way that compliments the good and 
wholesome values of the established American Society, by providing 
Qur’anic enrichment using the life of our leader Muhammad Ibn 
Abdullah, (the Seal of the Prophets (SAWS), and well as the 
commentary of IWDM and other learned scholars. 
 

Our Core Values: 

1. Faith 
2. Human Dignity 
3. Integrity 
4. Community 
5. Health and Wellness 
6. Advocacy 
7. Education 
8. Enterprise 
9. Service 
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Goals and Objectives: 

1. Education (tarbiyyah - Allah is the nurturer, the developer of human beings) 

 a.  Establish Islamic educational programs for youth 

             and adults. 

 b.  Provide ongoing support and training for program 

              leaders. 

 c.  Encourage the development of Islamic educational materials. 

 d.  Establish community educational partnerships  

       and collaborations. 

 e.  Provide parental support and enrichment. 

 f.   Provide marriage support and counseling.  

 g.  Establish a full time school for our youth  

      (PreK-12). 

        h.  Conduct workshops related to vocations and 

       post-secondary admissions. 

 I.  Maintain on-going Islamic classes. 

 j.  Establish orientation classes for new members  

            and new converts. 

 k.  Establish open house events for those who are 

      interested in learning more about Islam. 
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2.  Economic Development 

     a.  Explore opportunities for individuals and businesses  

   to engage in collective purchases and investments. 

     b.  Host entrepreneurial workshops and activities for 

          youth. 

     c.  Provide financial literacy workshops. 

     d.  Support on-going Masjid fundraisers. 

     e.  Establish sales opportunities within the 

           masjid to benefit the masjid. 

     f.   Explore shared spacing opportunities. 

     g.  Explore ways to allow the masjid to become  

          beneficiaries of wills and estates as determined 

          by the benefactor (waqf). 

     h.  Explore grant funding. 

     I.   Launch  targeted capital campaigns (infrastructure, 

           school, etc.). 
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3.  Community Service/Outreach (Intra and Inter) 
          a.  Conduct  annual back to school drives. 

          b.  Participate in food give away programs. 

          c.  Establish a form for Believers to share their  

               major accomplishments. 

          d.  Establish a Sick and Shut-in Committee. 

          e.  Establish an Accident and Mishap Committee. 

          f.   Conduct Interfaith Events ( Being a Good 

               Neighbor, etc.). 

          g.  Maintain on-going relationships with other  

               Muslim communities. 

          h.  Support youth personal interests and 

               aspirations. 

          i.  Engage the youth and adults in community 

               service projects (community cleanup,  

               elderly care, etc.). 

          j.  Partner with other Human Services groups   

               (mental and physical challenges, addictions, and 

               ex-offenders, etc.).   

         k.  Establish a Hospitality Committee that embraces 

              first impressions. 
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         l.   Support the emotional well being of Muslims 

              within our community (veterans, victims of 

              domestic violence, single parents, widows/ers,  

              individuals who feel excluded, divorcees, grief, 

              youth identity, etc.). 

        m.  Establish male and female classes — Halaqa 
              Circles (sex education, personal 

              development, personal hygiene, character 

              development, etc.).  

 

4.  Dawah/Propagation 

  a.   Call people to the pure devotional worship of 

               G-d, the excellent example of Prophet 

               Muhammad (saws), and the contemporary 

               commentary of Imam W. D. Mohammed.  

        b.  Invite people to an alternative way of living.  

        c.  Dispel myths and untruths about Islam through  

             the use of various means of communication   

             (webinars, seminars, social media, khutbahs, etc.). 

 d.  Demonstrate/model Islamic behavior through 

              our everyday interactions and communications 
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              with others. 

 e.   Participate in public forums that relate to Islam. 

         f.    Distribute various Islamic materials produced 

              internally and from other approved published 

              sources.  

 g.  Render classes in Islamic studies. 

 h.  Establish classes in dawah training. 

         i.   Increase the participation in internal dawah 

             activities. 

 j.  Build relationships with Muslim student 

            organizations on area college and university 

            campuses. 

k. Support incarcerated Muslims through visitations, literature,      
correspondences, and re-entry programs. 

 

5.  Operational Efficiency 

      a.  Update the Masjid’s written policies and 

           procedures. 

      b.  Strengthen the internal means of communications 

            and frequency of information to Believers for the 

            sake of transparency. 
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      c.  Increase accurate and updated membership as well 

           as visitor records. 

      d.  Increase the Masjid membership. 

      e.  Establish means to identify and utilize the skillsets  

           of the Believers. 

      f.   Establish means of assessment for each area of the 

           strategic plan. 

      g.  Conduct annual refresher training for persons in 

           leadership positions and administrative positions 

           within the Masjid. 

      h.  Improve and update our use of modern techno- 

           logy. 

i. Establish a succession plan for leadership and member  involvement   
to insure that the work of the Masjid  gets done. 

 

6.  Advocacy 
      a.  Form alliances with social justice and environ- 

            mental justice organizations as we deem 

            necessary.  

      b. Provide information on citizenship rights and 

           political education. 
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      c.  Promote equitable laws and policies in 

           education ( public schools, colleges, and 

           universities). 

      d.  Promote religious rights of all incarcerated 

            Muslims across the State. 

      e.  Maintain involvement in city council meetings and meet 

            with our representative in order to stay apprised 

            of current issues and decisions (fair housing, 

            zoning, long-term planning, etc.).  

 
7.  History & Culture 
     a. Provide written background information relevant 

          to the establishment of our local, state, national, 

          and international Islamic community. 

     b. Provide workshops/activities on African  

          American history ( Juneteenth, etc.). 

     c.  Create or host opportunities for monthly cultural 

           expressions through visual and performing arts.  

     d.  Organize annual events that commemorate our 

           Muslim American s/heros and those historical 

           community contributions. 
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    e.    Partner with local historical organizations and societies, and   

           colleges and universities on the written history of  

            Islam. 

     f.   Conduct an Annual Open House of the Masjid. 

    g.   Partner with city and state agencies to mark our 

           place in history ( historical markers, street 

           naming, etc.).  
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APPENDIX  A 
 
 
Article I: NAME & LOCATION 

 
The name of the organization shall be AS SALAAM ISLAMIC CENTER OF RALEIGH. It 
shall be located in the City of Raleigh, NC or within the boundaries of Wake County. 

 
 
Article II: ORGANIZATION & DURATION 

 
AS SALAAM ISLAMIC CENTER OF RALEIGH shall be organized in accord with the Sharia 
i.e. The Quran, Sunnah (observed practices & sayings) of Prophet Mohammed Ibn Abdullah 
(Sallallahu alayhi was Salaam) and in accord with applicable federal, state, and local non-profit 
codes. Its duration shall be perpetual. The fiscal year shall be from January 1 through December 
31 of each year. 

 
Article III: BINDING NATURE OF BY-LAWS 

 
These by-laws shall be binding upon the Imam, Board of Trustees, Majilis As Shura and all 
members of AS SALAAM ISLAMIC CENTER, now operating out of Raleigh, North Carolina 
with the present address of 108 Lord Anson Drive, Raleigh, North Carolina 27610. The mailing 
address for the Imam, Board of Trustees and Majilis As Shura shall be P.O. Box 37352, Raleigh, 
NC 27627. 

 
Article IV. AIMS AND PURPOSE 

 
The aim and purpose of AS SALAAM ISLAMIC CENTER is to obey the commands of 
ALLAH, follow the dictates of The Noble and Generous Quran and the excellent example 
(sunnah & uswa) of our leader, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and, the established laws of the 
American society. These interests include but are not limited to the following: 
– enjoining goodness and righteousness & forbidding and struggling against evil and wrong; 
– to help Muslims to learn, understand, and practice their deen (way of life); 
– to establish and operate a full-time or weekend school and an after school program 
– to establish other viable religious and business institutions; 
– to work and assist in beneficial charitable causes that are in the best interest of those being 
served; 
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– to promote and help in the establishment of spiritually & morally strong and stable families 
regardless of the family system that’s in accord with Islamic principles and values; 
– to raise funds for carrying out the above aims and purpose in a manner that’s in accord with 
the Islamic Faith and the laws of the United States; 
– to engage in any lawful business or activity relating hereto; 
– to engage in any lawful act or activity allowed under the North Carolina code for non-profit 
corporations. 

 
AS SALAAM ISLAMIC CENTER shall not participate in any unlawful act or actions for 
which religious organizations are not permitted to be carried on by an organization exempt from 
federal income tax under Section 501© 3 of the Internal Revenue Code or the corresponding 
provision of any future U.S. Internal Revenue Law or by an organization to which contributions 
are deductible under Section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding 
provision of any future U.S. Internal Revenue Law. 
 
Article V. AFFILIATIONS 

 
AS SALAAM ISLAMIC CENTER is autonomous and its members are a part of the 
international Ummah of Muslims. Their Aqeeda (Beliefs) are in accord with Ahl Sunnah Wa 
Jamah (The people who follow the observed practices of Mohammed, the Prophet (saw). The 
members respect and support all Muslims and communities regardless of ethnic background 
or geographical location as long as they base their understanding and practice on the basis of 
Quran and Sunnah and who will not declare themselves a sect separate from the majority body 
of Muslims worldwide. The majority of members will identify with and recognize the language 
and commentary of the Quran and Imam W. D. Mohammed. 
 
Article VI. RULING AUTHORITY 

 
AS SALAAM ISLAMIC CENTER accepts as its ruling authority in the following order: 1. 
ALLAH the Creator and Rabb (Lord) of all systems of knowledge 2. The Noble and Generous 
Quran, 3. The Sunnah and Uswai (the observed practices and sayings) of Prophet Mohammed, 
4. The Ijma(The consensus) of the Rightly Guided Caliphs, TheTabieen (those that followed 
them directly), 5. the Ijma of the learned Muslim public and of the Muslims in contemporary 
times, as well as guidance and insight of Imam Warith Deen Muhammad. The membership should 
also respect the authority given the Imam of the Center through the commands of the Quran and 
Sunnah and likewise the Imam of the Center should respect the consensus of the informed and 
qualified Members. 
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Article VII MEMBERSHIP 

 
There shall only be one class of members. No person can hold a membership for another. All 
persons regardless of race, color, national origin or sex who have taken the Shahadatain, the two 
declarations of faith, are eligible to be a member of the AS SALAAM ISLAMIC CENTER. 
These prerequisites mean that: 
Α. The person must be a Muslim who has declared, "I witness that there 

is no god, but ALLAH the one and only and I witness that Mohammed 
ibn Abdullah is the Last Messenger of ALLAH". 

Β. This person accepts fully and practices to the best of his/her ability the fundamental 
principles of Al Islam which are the Five (5) Pillars:1.)Belief in the Shahadatain, 2.) 
Perform the Five daily prayers, 3.) Pay Zakat,4.) Fast the Month of Ramadan 5.) 
Strive to make the Hajj at least once in their life if they can afford it.  

 C.  The person must believe in the following: a.) Tawheed or the Oneness of Allah b.) Angels 
c.) all the Messengers of Allah d.) all the Revelations He has sent to His Messengers i.e. 
Books of authentic Scriptures) e.) Life after Death, f.) Day of Judgement g.) Qadar of Allah 
or Divine Pre-measurement or ordainment. 

 
A member must be in regular attendance and be an active member to be eligible to vote. Regular 
attendance and active membership means attending at least four (4) meetings per month. This 
may consist of a minimum of two(2) Jumahs and two (2) Taleems, scheduled business, ASIC 
classes,  committee meetings, or any combination thereof. Members should also contribute to the 
upkeep and maintenance of the Center. Consideration shall be given for the traveling believer, the 
sick, job or business restrictions, and special circumstances for women. 

 
The members 16 or older in good standing and having good reputations shall have the authority 
to vote on all matters affecting the Center and its operations, holdings and activities. The vote of 
a member shall render approved or disapproved all matters affecting the Center. If a member has 
prior knowledge of the nature of an issue to be voted on and that member  is absent for a legitimate 
reason, that member may be allowed to vote by proxy. A vote by proxy shall be handwritten, 
typed, mailed or faxed to a member of the Board of Trustees to be read and recorded in the record. 
In instances where a written form of communication is not possible, it should be communicated 
verbally to a member of the Board of Trustees in order to cast a vote by proxy. No member shall 
have the right to make legal and/or financial commitments on behalf of the community without a 
majority membership consensus. Such consensus shall be written and maintained by the Board 
of Trustees. 
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Restricted Membership 
Those members in restricted status due to serious violation of the Sharia (Laws of The Quran & 
Sunnah) such as but not limited to: adultery, fornication, incest, theft, criminal activities, 
lewdness, backbiting, gossiping, etc. shall forfeit their right to vote, attend business meetings, hold 
positions of responsibility, but will be allowed to attend Jumuah and Taleem services. The Majilis 
As Shura and or the Resident Imam shall review any charges or reports of violations. The accused 
person will have fifteen (15) calendar days after notification of the charge to answer and formally 
respond to accusations. Failure to do so without legitimate reasons will render that member's 
status suspended until the charge is answered properly. 
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